Herbert Mols Dies;
Pioneer of Games

Herbert J. Mols of Amherst, Western Region
director and one of the pioneers of the Empire
State Games, died early this morning in Millard
Fillmore Suburban Hospital, Amherst, after suffer-
ing a heart attack at the Games.

Mols, 71, was reviewing the day’s activities at
the Games’ press office on the State University of
Buffalo’s Amherst Campus shortly after 11 p.m.
Saturday when he was stricken.

Michael Abernathy, the Games’ executive direc-
tor, read a statement from the Mols family saying
he had died at 12:05 a.m. of cardiopulmonary ar-
rest.

Dubbed “The Father of the Western Region,”
Mols has had a long amateur athletics career
stretching from Fosdick Masten High School to the
1936 Olympic Games in Munich.

As head of the Niagara District of the Amateur
Athletics Union, he originally suggested an “Olym-
pics of New York State” in 1976. A plan for the
Games was drawn shortly thereafter, and Mols was
appointed director of the Western Region. :
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