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Coach Mols
We had asked Herb Mols to write about
himself for the Postscript since he was
certainly a favorite faculty member of
many alumni. Coach was too modest to
do so but he did consent to the following
article written by Nan Lipsitz Haynes'73.

Park  School  was a turn ing po in t  in  Herb
Mols '  l i fe .  In  1946 he made a complete
switch from his posit ion with the US
Forest  Serv ice to  jo in  the Park  facu l ty .  He
ta lked to  then headmaster  Dolph Cheek
and says he "came face to  face wi th  a
phi losophy of  educat ion so un ique,  insp i r -
ing and sat is fy ing"  that  he couldn ' t
re fuse Mr Cheek 's  cha l lenge to  bu i ld  a
science department and an athlet ic pro-
gram.

It was "the fantastic rapport" between
faculty and students that sold Coach
Mols  on Park .  The whole fami ly ,  Herb and
Ruth Mols  and the i r  s ix  ch i ldren,  became i '
an integral part of the Park School com- $' '

muni ty  for  twenty-e ight  years .  Coach /  "1
notes that at Park "they got a feel for
communi ty  invo lvement . "  He recognizes
that  h is  fami ly  was not  un ique and ex-
p la ins,  " l t  seems l ike  i t  was common for . .  .  .
area famil ies to become involved at th€'
school. That was the beauty of Pafk." '  H"b
ta lks  proudly  about  h is  ch i ldren,  a l l  ac-
t ive ly  invo lved in  the communi t ies  they
now ca l l  home.

Mr Cheek felt  i t  was important that al l
students be active in the athlet ic pro-
gram.  In  that  fee l ing he found an a l ly  in
Coach who remembers,  "A l l  s tudents
par t ic ipated in  a l l  spor ts .  l t  was a un ique
aspect  o f  the i r  educat ion.  A l l  types were
exposed to athlet ics .  .  .  many alumni
have  wa rm memor ies  o f  t r i ps  t o
Rochester ,  Syracuse and Lakemont . "
Those t r ips  in  pursu i t  o f  compet i t ion in
the CUPS league were compl iments  o f
Coach Mols .  H is  e f for ts  were ins t rumen-
tal in the organization of the leagr.. ie.

Another goal set by Mr Cheek was that
Park  School  be v is ib ly  act ive in  the com-
muni ty  a t  la rge.  Again  Coach Mols  was
happy to  ob l ige.  H is  invo lvement  wi th
amateur athlet ics in the area brought the
communi ty  to  Park  School  and took Park
out  in to  the communi ty .  Mr  Mols '  par -
t ic ipat ion ' l  w i th  thd A inateur  Ath le t ic
Un ion  l ed  h im  to  a  1960  appo in tmen t  on
the US Olympics Commit tee.

E leven years  la ter  he was the manager  o f
the Pan Amer ican basketba l l  team.  The
fo l lowing year  he was the manager  o f  the
US basketba l l  team at  the Olympics in
Munich,  which he descr ibes as the most
memorable  event  in  h is  career .  The US
team won e ight  consecut ive games

which led them to  the f ina ls  to  face the
USSR. l t  appeared that the US had won

when,  due to  confus ion among the of -
f ic ia ls ,  the USSR was granted an ext ra
three seconds of  p lay-dur ing which
they scored the winning basket! T.he
resu l t ,  accord ing to  Mr  Mols ,  was " the-
th ree -second  con t rove rsy  hea rd ' r ound
the wor ld . "  Af ter  the game the re feree,  a
Braz i l ian,  descr ibed i t  as  a  " robbery . "  Mr
Mols  lodged the of f ic ia l  US protest  and
was wide ly  quoted nat iona l ly  and in ter -
nat iona l ly .  Park  Schoolers ,  past  and pres-
ent ,  were t reated to  the s ight  o f  the i r
coach on nat iona l  te lev is ion.

When he returned to Buffalo after the
games,  Mr  Mols  was of fered a job as ex-
ecut ive d i rector  o f  the Niagara AAU.  He
accepted and left  Park School to become
the f i rs t  fu l l - t ime pa id  execut ive in  the
h is tory  o f  that  organizat ion.

Whi le  serv ing in  that  capac i ty  Coach
Mols .became invo lved wi th  the creat ion
of  the Empire  State  Games:  Olympic
games in  New York State  for  New York
res idents .  He exp la ins that  the games
"show people  that  there is  a  lo t  more go-
ing on in  th is  area than profess ional
spor ts . "  ln  1978 Governor  Carey ap-
po in ted Mr Mols  reg ional  d i rector  o f  the
games.  He now devotes h is  t ime ex-
c lus ive ly  to  that  pos i t ion s ince he le f t  h is
pos t  a t  t he  AAU in  1982 .  H i s  o f f i ce  i s  i n
h is  home at  99 Chateau Terrace in
Snyder  (NY)  where a regular  f low of
a th le tes in to  the house keeps i t  f i l led.  Mr
Mols  l ives there a lone s ince the death o f
M r s  M o l s  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1 9 8 1 .

Coach Mols '  ded icat ion to  amateur
spor ts  is  never-ending.  He is  honored to
sit  on the executive committee of the
Dunlop Pro-Am Awards.  His  e f for ts  have
brought  Olympic  notab les Kur t  Thomas,
Bruce Jenner  and Mick i  K ing to  the Buf -
f a l o  a r e a  f  o r  t h e  a n n u a l  a w a r d s
ceremony.

Last spring Coach was a guest of the
Hurstys  for  d inner  preceding the Cheek
Lecture of his former student, Jack
MacKenzie  '  48.  Af ter  spending that
evening wi th  a lumni  and David  Hurs ty ,
Mr  Mols  was p leased to  repor t  that  the
present headmaster is in harmony with
the ph i losophy embraced by the Park
School he knew for tvyenty-eight years.

A Tr ibute to  Herb Mols:
Jack MacKenzie 

'48 was a reporter for
fhe Washington Post for manY years and
is now on the editorial board of The New
York Times. When he spoke at Park last
qring as our last Cheek Lecturer of the
season, Jack mentioned how Park
khool and the people here had influ-
enced him.

" sp i r i t  we  a lways  had ,  Lo rd  knows .  And
spor tsmanship  in  abundance.  Los ing
gracefu l ly  in  Spor ts  had become for  the

Ruth and Herb Mols

A fami ly  reunion brought  the wide ly-
scat tered Mols  fami ly  together  in
August .  At tend ing f rom New Hamp-
sh i re  were Sandra '55 and Cary
Hughes  w i t h  t he i r  ch i l d ren  Ka r l  ( 19 ) ,
Dan  (1  1  )  and  K r i s t i n  ( 9 ) ;  f  r om
Rochester  Brenda 's  husband Jack
F r a s e r  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  A l e x  ( 1  9 ) ,
Ch r i s t i na  (17 )  and  And rew  (16 ) ;  f r om
Vic tor ia  BC,  Gary '64 and Rebecca
Mols  and the i r  ch i ldren Sarah (7)  and
Joseph (3) ;  f rom Rochester ,  Sue '66

and Gerry  Bushee wi th  ch i ldren Just in
(6 )  and  E r i k  ( 2 ) ;  f r om Bos ton ,  Dav id
'71 and Sharon Mols  wi th  ch i ldren
Jess ica (4)  and Adr ian (2) ;  and f rom
Bol inas,  near  San Franc isco,  Mary '73
and Jack Siedman wi th  son Nate (2) .

boys, at least, an art form. From Herb I
learned many th ings,  but  the one I
remember  best  is  that  w inn ing is  not  an
ev i l  in  i tse l f .  We began to  put  th ings
together ,  in  the new game of  footba l l ,  in
basketba l l ,  and even in  basebal l .  There
were sensational losses but memorable
victories and many of the wins were
t r iumphs of  character .  Herb had the no-
t ion that Park would experience some
winning seasons,  but  not  indef in i te ly  in to
the fu ture.  In  the fu ture there would be
highs,  lows,  and midd l ings.  There would
be t r iumphs anddisasters  and we would
learn ' to  t reat ' those two imposters  jus t
the same'  to  quote f rom the Kip l ing
chestnut that Dolph Cfleek was so fond
of  quot ing. "

Jack reca l led hav ing jumped of fs ide dur-
ing a  footba l l  game and remembers the
team razzing him as they watched a f i lm
of  the game la ter  that  week.  Then Coach
Mols  sa id ,  " l  can forg ive such mis takes
of aggression but not mistakes of omis-
s ion and s i t t ing back wai t ing to  be h i t .
I 'm not  worr ied about  MacKenzie  jump-
ing offside, but I  do worry when he
doesn ' t  move af ter  the ba l l  is  snapped."

In  h is  lec ture Jack MacKenzie  sa id  to  us,
"Now,  my f r iends,  i f  that  isn ' t  educat ion,
and i f  i t  doesn't  show the place for sports
in  the cur r icu lum,  then l 'm Mat thew Ar-
no ld 's  fa ther .  l f  I  d idn ' t  learn someth ing
f rom that  ep isode,  why do I  remember
tt? "


