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Forest Service, Navy

Training Is Useful

By H. KATHERINE SMITH

Tn the Tacific war theater,
where he worked with raidiar and
radio and in the U, 8, Forest Serv-
fce with which
he was fidenti-
fled LoT EeVen
- .|¥ears, Herbert

{J. Mols gained
4 broad practi-
cal knowledge
of the sclences
he now teaches
at the Park
School, Unusual
aspects of his
experience in
the Navy were
knowing four
admirals and
making a 8ix
weeks' tour of
Southwest Japan shortly after the
surrender,

The AGC ships, aboard which
he sgserved were unknown to the
American public during the war,
Mols states. Their identity \vas
kept secret because their destruce
tion by the enciny would have been
dlsastrous, For aboard these ves-
i gels, made to appear to be trans-
ports, all plansg for an amphibious
attack was made, Such a ship would
carry the admiral in charge with
perhaps & second assisting or co-
oper:.ting admiral, casential radio
and radar equipment, and maps
and plans of the operation. Accord-
ing to Mols, the sinking of an AGC
shortly before or at the start of an
attack could have reduced the en-
tire operation to a chaotic Bcram-
'ble.
| Haw 14to In Japan

He witnessed the atomic bomb
deatruction ut  Hiroahimn and
Nagasakl within a few wecks of
those epochel bombings. In his
opinton, the devastation wrought
in other citics hy repeated homber
ralds was as complete na that
cauded hy the atoinic bomb,

“The difference was, of course,
in the speed of the destruction,”
hr said,

During an six-weeks' cruise of
Southwestern Japan aboard the
AGC Appalachian under Admiral
Oldendorf, Mols had frequent op-
portunities to go ashore and ob-
serve not only the country but the
people.

““Nowhere else have I scen 8o
many dirty, ragged, barefoot, un-
cered-for chiidren with neglected
sores, as in Japan,” he states. “In
Tokyo, I saw rows of men, women
and children, sleeping close togeth-
er on the streets under any pro-
truding ledge that afforded a sug-
gestion of shelter. -

“I waa a dinner guest {n the

H. J. Mols

Ihree children live at 49 Chateau
fer, Snyder.

From 1048 until he recelved s
commission of ensign in the Navy
in May. 1945, Mols was identified
with the U, 8. Forest Service. In
that work, as in his war work, he
broadened and deepened his prac-
tical knowledge of the sciences,

Tree surgery, landscaping, work-
ing with wood arc a few of the
things he learned in forestry which
he passed on to Tark School
bove, this Summer at the work
camp he developed to teach them
the fundnmentals of such work and
pive them actual experience with
it. Mols originated and headed the
popular work camjp.

Served in Pacific

Immediately after entering the
Navy, in May, 1943, he was sent
to St. Simon's Island, Ga., to learn
to use radar. At that camp, he was
retained ng on instructor. He was

3 | rlown 12,000 miles to Guadalcannl,

nnd assigned to the ARC Mt, Me-
Kinley during the Palau Opers-

[developments in the use of radar

{and include them in his instruction

‘at the Genrgia traiping camp.

In March, 1945, he agnin left the
training school for the Pacific war
theater.

“I was needed therve because of
the shortage of fighter direction
men—men who could interpret the
signals ef radar, combine themn
with radio reports. and direct pir-
craft. During the Okinawa engage-
ment, I served on picket ships that
intercepted attacking Jap planes,
and later, I was transferred to the
AGC Appalachian,” Mols said.

In the Pacific theater. Mols knew
Admiral Fort, the late Admiral
Wilkinson who, after a long and
brilliant naval carcer, was drowned
on a ferry that sank in Chesapcake
Bay, Admiral Richard Connolly,
deputy of Admiral Nimitz, and Ad-
miral Oldendorf who was charged
with the invasion of Southwest
Japan.

In the radar training camp and
at Guadaicann]l, Mols formed a
cloge friendship with T. W, Van
Arsdale of the Dark School faculty,
In Mnrceh, when the former re-
refved hig discharge and returned
to Buffalo to visit his father, he
looked up Van Arsdale. ,

That was the start of Mols' con-
nection with the Park School. In
the Spring. he coached bascball
aad other sports, During the Sum-
mer, he organized and conducted
the work camp, and when school
openg, he will remain in the two-
fold job of science teacher and

kethall.

When he becomes Park School's
first football coach, Mols will real-
ize an ambition cherished since
hig student days when he played
on the Cornell team, All gports in-
terest him. On the golf course, he
shootg in the 803,

Ie believes he can make scicnce
ng fascinating as sports to his stu-
dents.

“The undiscovered and unde-
veloped possibilities of .acience can-
not fail to challenge vouth's eager
curiosity,” he savs. “For instance,
most of radar's peacetime user

tion, in order to ehserve the latest:

coach of football, baseball and bas- |



